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QUESTION ONE
Read the Case Study below carefully and answer the questions that follow:

The New Testament was not written all at once. The books that compose it appeared
one after another in the space of fifty years, i.e. in the second half of the first century.
Written in different and distant countries and addressed to particular Churches, they
took some time to spread throughout the whole of Christendom, and a much longer
time to become accepted. The unification of the canon was not accomplished without
much controversy (see CANON OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES). Still it can be said
that from the third century, or perhaps earlier, the existence of all the books that
today form our New Testament was everywhere known, although they were not all
universally admitted, at least as certainly canonical. However, uniformity existed in

the West from the fourth century.

The East had to await the seventh century to see an end to all doubts on the subject.
In early times the questions of canonicity and authenticity were not discussed
separately and independently of each other, the latter being readily brought forward
as a reason for the former; but in the fourth century, the canonicity was held,
especially by St. Jerome, on account of ecclesiastical prescription and, by the fact, the
authenticity of the contested books became of minor importance. We have to come
down to the sixteenth century to hear the question repeated, whether the Epistle to
the Hebrews was written by St. Paul, or the Epistles called Catholic were in reality
composed by the Apostles whose names they bear. Some Humanists, as Erasmus
and Cardinal Cajetan, revived the objections mentioned by St. Jerome, and which are
based on the style of these writings. To this Luther added the inadmissibility of the
doctrine, as regards the Epistle of St. James. However, it was practically the
Lutherans alone who sought to diminish the traditional Canon, which the Council of

Trent was to define in 1956.

New Testament, second, later, and smaller of the two major divisions of the
Christian Bible, and the portion that is canonical (authoritative) only to Christianity.
A brief treatment of the New Testament follows. For full treatment, see biblical

literature: Conditions aiding the formation of the canon.

Christians see in the New Testament the fulfillment of the promise of the Old

Testament. It relates and interprets the new covenant, represented in the life and
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death of Jesus, between God and the followers of Christ, the promised Messiah. Like
the Old Testament, it contains a variety of kinds of writing. Among its 27 books are
selected recollections of the life and acts and sayings of Jesus in the four Gospels; a
historical narrative of the first years of the Christian church in the Acts of the
Apostles; the Epistles —letters of advice, instruction, admonition, and exhortation to
local groups of Christians—14 attributed to St. Paul, one (Hebrews) probably in
error, and seven by three other authors; and an apocalyptic description of the

intervention of God in history, the Book of Revelation.

The books are not arranged chronologically in the New Testament. The Epistles of
Paul, for example, which address the immediate problems of local churches shortly
after Christ’s death, are considered to be the earliest texts. The books are instead
arranged in a more logical narrative order: the Gospels telling the life of Jesus and
his teachings; the Acts detailing the work of Christ’s followers in propagating the
Christian faith; the Epistles teaching the meaning and implications of the faith; and
Revelation prophesying future events and the culmination of the divine purpose.
The setting of the New Testament within the Christian community is one factor that
makes a biography of Jesus or a history of the 1st-century church difficult or
impossible. The books of the New Testament were composed not in order to satisfy
historical curiosity about the events they recount but to bear witness to a faith in the

action of God through these events.

A history of the New Testament is made difficult by the relatively short time span
covered by its books when compared with the millennium and more of history
described by the Old Testament. There is less historical information in the New
Testament than in the Old, and many historical facts about the church in the 1st
century therefore must be arrived at by inference from statements in one of the

Gospels or Epistles.

Jesus (born c. 6-4 bce, Bethlehem —died c. 30 ce, Jerusalem) was a religious leader
revered in Christianity, one of the world’s major religions. He is regarded by most
Christians as the Incarnation of God. The history of Christian reflection on the

teachings and nature of Jesus is examined in the article Christology.
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Ancient Jews usually had only one name, and, when greater specificity was needed,
it was customary to add the father’s name or the place of origin. Thus, in his lifetime
Jesus was called Jesus son of Joseph (Luke 4:22; John 1:45, 6:42), Jesus of Nazareth
(Acts 10:38), or Jesus the Nazarene (Mark 1:24; Luke 24:19). After his death he came
to be called Jesus Christ. Christ was not originally a name but a title derived from
the Greek word christos, which translates the Hebrew term meshiah (Messiah),
meaning “the anointed one.” This title indicates that Jesus” followers believed him to
be the anointed son of King David, whom some Jews expected to restore the fortunes
of Israel. Passages such as Acts of the Apostles 2:36 show that some early Christian
writers knew that the Christ was properly a title, but in many passages of the New
Testament, including those in the letters of the Apostle Paul, the name and title are
combined and used together as Jesus” name: Jesus Christ or Christ Jesus (Romans
1:1; 3:24). Paul sometimes simply used Christ as Jesus’ name (e.g., Romans 5:6).
Although born in Bethlehem, according to Matthew and Luke, Jesus was a Galilean
from Nazareth, a village near Sepphoris, one of the two major cities of Galilee

(Tiberias was the other).

He was born to Joseph and Mary sometime between 6 bce and shortly before the
death of Herod the Great (Matthew 2; Luke 1:5) in 4 bce. According to Matthew and
Luke, however, Joseph was only legally his father. They report that Mary was a
virgin when Jesus was conceived and that she “was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18; cf. Luke 1:35). Joseph is said to have been a carpenter
(Matthew 13:55) —that is, a craftsman who worked with his hands —and, according

to Mark 6:3, Jesus also became a carpenter.

Luke (2:41-52) states that Jesus as a youth was precociously learned, but there is no
other evidence of his childhood or early life. As a young adult, he went to be
baptized by the prophet John the Baptist and shortly thereafter became an itinerant
preacher and healer (Mark 1:2-28). In his mid-30s Jesus had a short public career,
lasting perhaps less than one year, during which he attracted considerable attention.
Sometime between 29 and 33 ce—possibly 30 ce—he went to observe Passover in
Jerusalem, where his entrance, according to the Gospels, was triumphant and
infused with eschatological significance. While there he was arrested, tried, and

executed. His disciples became convinced that he rose from the dead and appeared
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to them. They converted others to belief in him, which eventually led to a new

religion, Christianity.
Required:
a) Examine the religious world at the time of the New Testament. (5 marks)

b) Using five points, describe the canonization process of the books of the New

Testament. (10 marks)
¢) Analyze any five themes in the New Testament. (10 marks)
QUESTION TWO

a) Using five points, examine the synoptic problem and its possible solution
(5 marks)

b) Briefly explore the significance of the inter-Testamental period. (10 marks)

QUESTION THREE

a) Assess five reasons that gave rise to the Maccabean revolt in the 2™

century. (5 marks)

b) Using five biblical evidences, analyze five similarities between the gospel

of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. (10 marks)

QUESTION FOUR

a) Explore five reasons that prompted the apostle Paul to write each of his
prison and Pastoral Epistles of the New Testament. (10 marks)

b) Assess five achievements of Apostle Paul by the end of his life. (5 marks)
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QUESTION FIVE
a) Assess five evidences that show that Jesus rose from the dead. (5 marks)

b) The Corinthian church is an example of a church that was called out of pagan
society but refused to be completely transformed by the cross of Christ.

Describe five problems in the church at Corinth. (10 marks)

QUESTION SIX
a) Evaluate five impacts of false teachings on the societal members. (5 marks)

b) Compare and contrast the Old Testament and the New Testament. (10 marks)
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